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relations ". I have not attempted to describe this statue as
I think it describes itself. I will let the beholder do that.
I look at the work and feel that it confronts time and eternity.
I exhibited this statue before it was quite finished. I had
worked at it at different periods whenever I could, and I
still have it in my studio and return to it from time to time.
It is the largest statue I have made, and was one of the most
vehemently attacked. The Catholic Times opened the attack
with this :

Mr. Epstein has -chosen the opening of Lent, when Christians
commemorate the death and sufferings of our Saviour, to make
known to the world his conception of Christ. We have looked, pain-
ful as the experience was, but we have not seen the man, or even
a man. We see only a distorted reminiscence of a man : the
debased, sensuous, flat features of an Asiatic monstrosity. We
protest against the insult offered to Christ by this work of an artist
who has genius and skill, but who has not considered that
experiments are made only on vile bodies.

As an art-lover, I deeply appreciate beauty, but " Behold the
Man " is not beautiful: it is ugly and vile.

< Other opinions expressed to The Daily Mirror were:

Mr. G. K. Chesterton: " It is an outrage, and I admire The
Daily Mirror for refusing to publish a picture of the statue. It
is one of the greatest insults to religion I have ever seen, and will
offend the religious feelings of the whole community."

Lady Snowden: "I congratulate you. To publish such an
atrocity would have offended thousands. Your newspaper is to
be admired, for taking such a step."

Miss Mary Borden, author of the noted Mary of Nazareth:
" I am an admirer of Mr. Epstein, but in this case I think lie has
done something outrageous. I feel, after looking at the picture,
that he knows nothing about the man he has called Christ and
portrayed. I believe he has not troubled to find out about Him,
or His character, or His personality. If he had, then he might have
been inspired by hate, but I don't think that is so. I think it is an
abstraction of his own, and unfortunately it is of a Man who is
adored generally by the world."

Colonel Hamilton, an official of the Salvation Army, expressed